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than one people. Hence they asked for some of our
Fathers and of our Frenchmen, to take them back to
their country. ‘‘ We have,” said they, ‘‘ spoken of
this matter with Echon’’ (the name they have given
Father Brebeuf). ‘‘Our countrymen approve this
communication. We will give you some Hurons and
[239 i.e., 235] you shall give us some Frenchmen."’
To all this nothing else could be said in reply except
that they had arrived very late, that the French had
left to return to France, and that even the interpreter
had departed for Kebec.

At the same time I received two letters, one from
Father Garnier, the other from Father Chastelain,
who went farther up into these countries.? This is
the way Father Chastelain speaks: ‘‘God be eter-
nally blessed, who, through a special providence,
procured for us so favorable an opportunity to make
amost difficult journey. Icansay truly, Propter verba
labiorum tuorum ego custodivi vias duras. Yes, my
Reverend Father, you who take the place of God to
me in this mission, your words have involved me in
very rough ways. Yet it is quite true that I have
never been better than I am now. In the many dis-
comforts that it was God’s will for us to experience,
I have not felt the least indisposition. I confess to
you frankly that heretofore I had never remained one
hour seated upon the ground without injuring my
health. Here I have passed the coldest nights with-
out other mattress than a little heap of the branches
of trees, in a matchless repose. I say nothing of the
[240 i.e., 236] Sun and of the food. As to the state
of the soul,—in the greatest lack of bodily comforts,
and even of some spiritual ones, God has always
showed me the grace to make known to me that he



